United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

April 4, 2023
The Honorable Brian Schatz The Honorable Cindy Hyde-Smith
Chair Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Transportation, Subcommittee on Transportation,
Housing and Urban Development Housing and Urban Development
Senate Committee on Appropriations Senate Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Schatz and Ranking Member Hyde-Smith:

As you develop the Fiscal Year 2024 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and
Related Agencies appropriations bill, we urge you to expand eviction prevention activities
through the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). We respectfully request
funding of at least $100 million for HUD’s Eviction Protection Grant Program, to be made
available through September 30, 2024.

American households have long faced a severe eviction crisis. Prior to the COVID-19
pandemic, 3.7 million eviction filings took place every year—a rate of seven every minute—
with families of color disproportionately at risk of eviction from their homes.' This risk of
eviction is due in part to the acute shortage of affordable housing,” which forced 1 in 4 renters,
or nearly 11 million households, to spend more than half of their income on rent in 2018.° At
the height of the pandemic, timely aid through the federal Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA)
program—coupled with federal, state, and local eviction moratoria—successfully helped keep
families housed. As of June 2022, the ERA program has served over 5 million households,
almost two-thirds of which had incomes below 30% of area median income (AMI).* However,
in the aftermath of the expiration of eviction moratoria and ERA funds, millions of families are
again at risk of eviction from their homes.

Indeed, as pandemic-era protections expire, eviction rates are returning to pre-pandemic levels
at an alarming rate. For example, eviction filings rose by 20% in the three months following
the expiration of the CDC’s eviction moratorium.” At the municipal level, eviction filing trends
are even more concerning, particularly for localities with minimal renter protections. In 11
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major cities, eviction filings exceeded 75% of the historical average following the end of the
CDC’s moratorium.’

The national eviction crisis undermines family economic security and places enormous
financial strain on our nation’s health care system, courts, schools, and local governments.
Research shows eviction can have devastating long-term consequences for children and adults’
physical and mental health, employment and educational outcomes, future housing stability,
and more.’

Studies have consistently found that legal representation in eviction proceedings significantly
reduces evictions and harm to families. In Boulder, CO, for instance, right to counsel
legislation prevented evictions for 63% of tenants with representation in the law’s first year.®
Nationally, only about 3% of tenants facing eviction receive legal representation, compared to
81% of landlords.’ States and cities that have implemented right to counsel measures have seen
a decline in eviction filings, and tenants who go to court are more likely to remain in their
homes'® or obtain relief that helps secure long-term housing stability."!

The Fiscal Year 2021, 2022, and 2023 omnibus appropriations bills each provided $20 million
to help fund legal assistance and related activities to prevent evictions and promote housing
stability for those at risk of eviction. Early grantees have used the funds to hire eviction
defense attorneys; fund housing court assistance centers; cover legal expenses; support right to
counsel programs; and provide non-legal assistance, including helping renters find new
housing, apply for rental assistance, or seek mediation. Importantly, these grants add much-
needed legal capacity to underserved rural communities. Additional funding for eviction
prevention legal assistance will expand the reach of this critical program to more communities
and help mitigate the eviction crisis.

Thank you for your consideration of this request, and we look forward to working with you
throughout the Fiscal Year 2024 appropriations process.

Sincerely,
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