Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515

May 8, 2026

The Honorable Todd Blanche
Acting Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Acting Attorney General Blanche:

As elected representatives of Fulton County, Georgia, we write with grave concerns regarding
the Department of Justice’s (the Department) recent federal grand jury subpoena seeking
sensitive personal information for individuals who served as election workers, staff, contractors,
or volunteers in Fulton County during the November 2020 General Election.! We request an
immediate briefing on this matter from the Department of Justice and answers to our written
questions below.

On April 17, 2026, a federal grand jury subpoena was issued to the Fulton County Board of
Registration and Elections seeking rosters of election staff members sufficient to identify each
person’s name, position or function, residential address, email address, and personal telephone
number.” The subpoena applies broadly to individuals assigned to review mail-in ballots, serve
on voter review panels, work at mobile voting locations, transport ballots or election media,
work or volunteer on Election Day, participate in the risk-limiting audit or recount, serve as
precinct managers or assistant managers, or otherwise work for or contract with the Fulton
County Board of Registration and Elections.’

This demand is deeply troubling. The subpoena does not appear limited to a specific alleged
incident, precinct, witness, or irregularity.* Instead, it seeks personal identifying information for
thousands of people who helped administer an election more than five years ago. Many of these
individuals were or remain public servants, temporary workers, or volunteers who performed
routine election administration duties.” Their service should not expose their home addresses,
personal email accounts, or phone numbers without a clear, lawful, and narrowly tailored basis.

The Fulton County Board of Registration and Elections has moved to quash the subpoena,
arguing that the request is “unprecedented,” “harassing,” “overbroad,” and “untethered to any
reasonable need.”® The motion also notes that the subpoena is unlikely to support a federal

! Subpoena to Testify Before a Grand Jury, No. 2026R00350-01 (N.D. Ga. Apr. 17, 2026),
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.gand.353743/gov.uscourts.gand.353743.1729.1.pdf.

2Id at1,3.

*Id. at 3.

* Id. (demanding “Rosters of Election Staff Members who served in the November 2020 General Election . . .
without limitation”).

> Motion of the Fulton County Board of Registration and Elections to Quash Grand Jury Subpoena (N.D. Ga. May 4,
2026), https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.gand.353743/gov.uscourts.gand.353743.1729.0.pdf at 5.
®Id. at 1-2.
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prosecution because the statutes of limitations for any conceivable 2020 election-related federal
offense appear to have expired.’

The structure of the subpoena raises additional concerns. Although the subpoena was issued in
the Northern District of Georgia, the materials identify an Assistant United States Attorney from
the Middle District of North Carolina as the requesting prosecutor.® The subpoena attachment
also instructs Fulton County to send responsive materials to the identified Assistant United States
Attorney and a Federal Bureau of Investigation agent, rather than clearly directing production to
the grand jury itself.’

The 2020 Presidential election in Georgia has been counted, recounted, audited, certified,
litigated, and repeatedly confirmed.'® Nevertheless, false claims about the 2020 election have
continued to erode trust in our elections and fuel harassment against election workers and
volunteers."

Fulton County election workers have already endured years of threats and harassment from false
claims about the 2020 election.'? The Department’s subpoena risks compounding that harm by
demanding the residential addresses and personal contact information of thousands of people
who served in election administration."

We expect your full compliance with federal law and regulations governing grand jury
subpoenas, the handling of sensitive personal information, and the protection of election workers
from intimidation or misuse of federal law enforcement authority. The Department must also
avoid even the appearance that federal criminal process is being used to revive baseless claims
about a settled election or to target the people who administered it.

7Id. at 12-14.

¥ Subpoena, supra note 1, at 1.

°Id. at 3.

' Chandelis Duster, Georgia Reaffirms Biden's Victory for 3rd Time After Recount, Dealing Major Blow to Trump's
Attempt to Overturn the Results, CNN (Dec. 7, 2020), https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/07/politics/georgia-recount-
recertification-biden; Historic First Statewide Audit of Paper Ballots Upholds Result of Presidential Race, Georgia
Secretary of State (Nov. 19, 2020), https://sos.ga.gov/news/historic-first-statewide-audit-paper-ballots-upholds-
result-presidential-race; Secretary Raffensperger Announces Completion of Voting Machine Audit Using Forensic
Techniques: No Sign of Foul Play, Georgia Secretary of State (Nov. 17, 2020), https://sos.ga.gov/news/secretary-
raffensperger-announces-completion-voting-machine-audit-using-forensic-techniques-no; Case Tracker, Ohio State
University Moritz College of Law, https://electioncases.osu.edu/case-tracker/?

sortby=filing_date desc&keywords&status—=all&state=GA&topic=25 (listing major cases related to the 2020
election in Georgia).

' See Andrew Lentini, New Research Finds Americans Deeply Concerned About U.S. Democracy, Johns Hopkins
University (Nov. 23, 2025), https://hub.jhu.edu/2025/11/23/agora-survey-democracy-concerns; see also Ruby Edlin
and Lawrence Norden, Survey Finds Election Officials Remain Concerned About Safety, Lack of Government
Support, Brennan Center for Justice (Apr. 13, 2026),
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/survey-finds-election-officials-remain-concerned-about-
safety-lack.

2 Madeline Halpert, Abused and Stalked, US Election Workers Are Bracing for 2024, BBC (Aug. 17, 2023),
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-66540466; Farnoush Amiri, ‘Nowhere I Feel Safe’: Election Officials
Recount Threats, AP News (Jun. 22, 2022), https://apnews.com/article/capitol-siege-2022-midterm-elections-
georgia-election-recounts-5cffe294a372eb32dc68588784202314.

1> Subpoena, supra note 1, at 3.
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Given these concerns, we request that your office provide a briefing to our offices no later than
May 22, 2026, and provide written responses to the following questions by June 1, 2026:

1.

2.

10.

I1.

12.

13.

What is the legal and factual basis for seeking personal identifying information of Fulton
County election workers, staff, contractors, and volunteers?

Clarify the legal and factual basis for the substantial breadth of categories of individuals
regarding whom the subpoena seeks information.

Did a federal grand jury authorize the issuance of the subpoena? If so, where is that grand
jury impaneled? Why is the return of the subpoena directed to an Assistant U.S. Attorney
and not to the grand jury?

What specific federal offense(s) is the Department investigating through this subpoena?
Identify the statute of limitations timeframe for each specific federal offense.

Why did the Department seek residential addresses, personal email addresses, and
personal telephone numbers, rather than less sensitive records sufficient to identify job
function or role?

Why does the subpoena cover thousands of individuals rather than a narrower set of
records tied to specific incidents, precincts, witnesses, or identified investigative needs?
What supervisory approvals at the Department of Justice were required before the U.S.
Attorney’s Office sought personal information from election workers and volunteers?
Why is the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Middle District of North Carolina involved in
grand jury proceedings in the Northern District of Georgia concerning Fulton County
election workers?

Has the Department served similar subpoenas, preservation requests, records requests,
search warrants, or demands to other Georgia counties, other states, election boards,
election offices, election vendors, or state officials related to the 2020 election?

What safeguards will the Department apply to protect the personal information of
election workers, including limits on access, retention, sharing, disclosure, and future
use? Which individuals will have access to this personal information?

Will the Department commit that the information sought in the subpoena, if received, will
not be shared with individuals or entities outside the Department, including state officials,
political actors, private parties, or members of the public?

What steps did the Department take before issuing this subpoena to evaluate its effect on
election worker safety, recruitment, retention, and public trust in election administration?
Did the Department consider less intrusive means of obtaining any information it claims
is relevant to its investigation? If so, please explain what alternatives were considered and
why they were rejected.

Georgia’s election workers and the public deserve to know why the Department is seeking their
personal information and what safeguards will prevent misuse of this sensitive information.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
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Reverend Raphael Warnock
United States Senator
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Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Sincerely,
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ited States Senator
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Lucy 'Mc%th
Member of Congress



