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As families across Georgia prepare to send their children 
back to school, they face rising costs for school supplies 
thanks to President Trump’s reckless tariffs.

These tariffs have raised costs on a wide range of imported goods, including 
many products commonly found on school supply lists. When families are 
already struggling to balance housing, healthcare, travel, and childcare costs, 
preparing for the school year is yet another expense to consider.

The Office of Senator Warnock, Ranking Member of Finance Subcommittee 
on Trade, Customs, & Global Competitiveness, examined 4th grade school 
shopping lists in Georgia in five schools across Georgia, in both urban and rural 
areas, and found total costs from $96 to over $130 per child. The Trump tariff 
taxes have raised costs on many of these items.
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Congress must pass the American Family Act to expand the Child Tax Credit 
and finally give families some relief:

	▶ Under American Family Act, families would receive up to $360 per month 
for kids under 6 and $300 per month for kids aged 6-17. That is money in 
families’ pockets to cover essential costs like school supplies, tutoring, or 
childcare.

	▶ Under current law, families receive, at most, the equivalent of $183 per 
month, and they can only access it when filing their taxes—not during 
times like back-to-school.

	▶ Worse, federal law currently punishes the children of low-income parents. 
Over 460,000 children in Georgia are living in poverty, the fifth highest child 
poverty rate in the nation.1 Despite that, nearly 1 in 3 children in Georgia 
cannot access to full Child Tax Credit, and the children of the poorest 
parents are the worse off.2 The American Family Act would treat children 
equally, instead of depriving them based on what their parents make.
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL SHOPPING 
AND SHOCKING STICKER PRICES

The Office of Senator Warnock examined fourth grade shopping lists in five 
elementary schools across Georgia. The total cost to supply one student 
ranged from $96 to $132. For a family with multiple school-aged children, the 
total costs can be in the hundreds of dollars.

From the Blue Ridge Mountains to 
metro Atlanta to coastal Georgia, 
families are spending hundreds on 
back-to-school supplies.
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President Trump’s tariff taxes have only made this situation worse. Many of 
the most common school supplies are manufactured in areas subject to 
crushing tariffs:

Colored Pencils
Crayola, a leading manufacturer of colored pencils, manufactures their 
colored pencils in Brazil.3 Their CEO has noted, “Moving colored pencil 
manufacturing out of Brazil would not be practical.” In July 2026, the 
Trump administration began imposing a 25% tariff on most Brazilian 
goods.4
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Pens and Markers
The world’s top exporter of pens and markers is China,5 and the average 
statutory tariff rate on China is 26.9%.6

Index Cards
India was the United States' second largest trading partner for index cards 
in 2024 (China was the largest).7 The average tariff rate on Indian imports is 
9.3%8 following attempts to establish a 25% tariff on Indian imports.9

According the Bureau of Labor Statistics, prices for educational books and 
supplies, such as elementary, high school, and college textbooks and reference 
books, have increased by 8.4% since 2024.10 According to a recent analysis 
by the Century Foundation and Groundwork Collaborative, prices for school 
supplies overall are up 7.7% and lunchbox staples are up 10.9%.11 Price increases 
for specific types of items can be even higher.

THE COST OF BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUPPLIES IS RISING

Item Cost in 2025 Cost in 2026 % Increase

Crayola, 36-Pack Colored Pencils12 $4.94 $6.49 31.4%

Lunch Box13 $14.91 $18.91 26.8%

One-Subject Notebook14 $4.00 $4.92 23.0%

Index Cards15 $3.16 $3.86 22.2%

No. 2 Pencils16 $11.16 $11.84 6.1%

Markers17 $2.16 $2.26 4.6%
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WHY WE NEED THE AMERICAN 
FAMILY ACT AND AN EXPANDED 
CHILD TAX CREDIT

President Trump’s disastrous economic policies continue to stretch families’ 
already-tight budgets. Wages have not kept up with inflation while prices have 
risen at the fastest rate in three years.18

In face of these rising costs, families need help now. The Child Tax Credit is the 
single largest program supporting families with children, and it does not go far 
enough. Currently, the Child Tax Credit is worth up to $2,200 per child. 
However, the tax credit is only paid out once per year, not when families need 
it. Worse, the current structure punishes America’s poorest children. Only 
children whose parents make above a certain income threshold qualify for the 
full amount, leaving the poorest children the worst off.

Here is how the American Family Act,19 which 
is co-led by Senators Warnock and Bennett 
and supported by 43 additional Senators, 
would help:

Increase the Amount of the Child 
Tax Credit
The American Family Act would increase 
the current maximum child tax credit 
from $2,200 for children under 17 to 
$4,320 for children under 6 ($360 per 
month) and $3,600 for children between 6 
and 17 years old ($300 per month).
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Add a Baby Bonus
One of the most expensive times for parents is at birth. Between hospital 
bills, diapers, formula, car seat, stroller, and more, parents need extra 
support for newborns. That’s why the American Family Act would give 
a one-time credit of $2,400 for new parents. With over 126,000 births 
per year in Georgia,20 that’s over $300 million back in the pockets of new 
parents in Georgia annually.

Make the Expansion Permanent
Families need certainty. Expansion of the Child Tax Credit works. In 2021, 
when the tax credit was temporarily expanded, the child poverty rate in 
Georgia fell by 42.7 percent.21 In 2022, with the expiration of this temporary 
expansion, the poverty rate rose again.22 By making this expansion 
permanent, the American Family Act would ensure that families can 
depend on effective tools to lift children out of poverty.

Help Poor and Working-Class Children
Every child deserves our help, and we should not punish children for their 
parents’ income. Federal law currently limits the value of the Child Tax 
Credit based on their parents’ income—a factor that is beyond the child’s 
control. As a result, nearly 1 in 3 children in Georgia are not eligible for the 
full credit because of how little their parents make.23 The American Family 
Act would treat children equally, so that the children of low-income and 
working-class parents could also access the full credit.24
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Current Law American Family Act

Maximum Annual 
Value of the CTC $2,200 per child $4,320 for children under 6 

$3,600 for children 6-17

Value of One-Time 
Baby Bonus $0 $2,400

When can families 
access the credit?

Only once, when filing their 
tax return Received every month

Can poor and working-
class children benefit?

No – nearly 1 in 3 children in 
Georgia cannot access the 
full credit because of how 
little their parents make.

Yes – every child is treated 
equally.

These changes mean more money in the pockets of working 
families, as the following examples illustrate:25

Example One

Liam, age 5, and Olivia, age 3, are the two 
children of a police officer in Atlanta making 
$61,000 per year26 as a single parent.

CURRENT LAW

Liam and Olivia’s family receive 
$4,400 in the Child Tax Credit 
at tax time.

AMERICAN FAMILY ACT

Liam and Olivia’s family receive 
$8,640 per year, $720 per 
month.
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Example Two

Elijah is born in January 2025 to two parents employed by a 
carpet manufacturing facility in Dalton, Georgia.27 His parents 
make $80,000 together.

CURRENT LAW

Elijah’s parents receive a 
Child Tax Credit worth $2,200 
when they file their taxes the 
following year, in April 2026, 
when Elijah is now a 15 month 
old toddler.

AMERICAN FAMILY ACT

Elijah’s parents would receive 
a $2,400 baby bonus within 
weeks of Elijah’s birth and $360 
each month after for a total of 
$6,360 during Elijah’s first year.
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Example Three

Ava, age 10, is the child of a single mother working a full-time, 
minimum wage job in Savannah’s hospitality industry.28

CURRENT LAW

Ava’s family receives only $1,700 
in the Child Tax Credit. Ava will 
lose out on $500 solely because 
of how little her mom makes.

AMERICAN FAMILY ACT

Ava is treated the same as 
every other child. Her family 
would receive a total of $3,600 
per year, $300 per month.



1	 Georgia Ranks 39th in the Nation for Child and Family Well-Being, Georgia Family Connection 
Partnership (Jun. 9, 2025), https://gafcp.org/2025/06/09/georgia-ranks-39th-in-the-nation-for-child-
and-family-well-being.

2	 Sophie Collyer, Christopher Year, Megan Curran, David Harris, and Christopher Wimer, Children Left 
Behind by the H.R.1 “One Big Beautiful Bill Act” Child Tax Credit, Center on Poverty and Social Policy 
at Columbia University (Aug. 6, 2025), https://povertycenter.columbia.edu/sites/povertycenter.columbia.
edu/files/content/Publications/Children-Left-Behind-OBBBA-Child-Tax-Credit-CPSP-2025.pdf.

3	 Amy Unger, A Colorful Legacy Continues: Crayola’s CEO Talks Tariffs, Toys, and Creativity for All 
Ages, 69 News (Jul. 10, 2025), https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/northampton-county/
easton-area/a-colorful-legacy-continues-crayolas-ceo-talks-tariffs-toys-and-creativity-for-all-ages/
article_994bedad-1e03-4453-8d5d-9ddc3ede78da.html.

4	 Lisandra Paraguassu, David Lawder and Devika Madhusudhanan Nair, US Imposes New 25% Tariffs on 
Brazil, Expands Exemptions List, Reuters (Jul. 15, 2026), https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/us-
imposes-25-tariff-some-goods-brazil-2026-07-16.

5	 Ball Point Pens Exports by Country in 2024, World Integrated Trade Solution, World Bank, https://
wits.worldbank.org/trade/comtrade/en/country/ALL/year/2024/tradeflow/Exports/partner/WLD/
product/960810; Felt Tipped and Other Porous-tipped Pens and Ma Exports by Country in 2024, World 
Integrated Trade Solution, World Bank, https://wits.worldbank.org/trade/comtrade/en/country/ALL/
year/2024/tradeflow/Exports/partner/WLD/product/960820. 

6	 Robert McClelland and John Wang, TPC Tariff Tracker, Tax Policy Center (Jul. 24, 2026), https://
taxpolicycenter.org/features/tracking-trump-tariffs#snapshot.

7	 Tariff Simulation, Flexport, https://tariffs.flexport.com/?htsCode=4811.90.90.80&name=ot
her&entryDate=2026-07-22&country=CN&value=10000&advanced=true&modeOfTranspor
t=OCEAN&FIELD_DATE_OF_LOADING=%222026-07-22%22&FIELD_CHOSEN_HTS_
CODES=%7B%2299030310%22%3Afalse%7D&FIELD_CHOSEN_SPIS=%7B%7D (showing import data 
for HTS 4811.90.90.80).

8	 Robert McClelland and John Wang, supra note 6.

9	 Ryan Last and Daniel N. Anziska, U.S. Rescinds 25% Additional Duties on Indian-Origin Imports, 
Troutman Pepper Locke (Feb. 17, 2026), https://www.troutman.com/insights/us-rescinds-25-additional-
duties-on-indian-origin-imports.

10	 Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers: Educational Books and Supplies in U.S. City Average 
(CUSR0000SEEA), Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis (Jul. 10, 2026), https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/
CUSR0000SEEA.

11	 Elizabeth Pancotti, Zoe Butler, Natalie Forman, and Janelle Jones, As Students Head Back to School, 
Families Face 11% Price Hikes, Groundwork Collaborative and Century Foundation (Jul. 27, 2026), 
https://groundworkcollaborative.org/work/as-students-head-back-to-school-families-face-11-price-hikes.

12	 Crayola Colored Pencils (36ct), Keepa, https://keepa.com/#!product/1-B00006RVTS (comparing July 
2025 vs. July 8 2026).

13	 Pancotti et al., supra note 11.



14	 Id.

15	 Id.

16	 Id.

17	 Id.

18	 Kennedy Andara and Aurelia Glass, June Jobs Numbers Are Not the Boost for Workers That Was 
Expected, Center for American Progress (Jul. 2, 2026), https://www.americanprogress.org/article/june-
jobs-numbers-are-not-the-boost-for-workers-that-was-expected.

19	 ICYMI: Senator Reverend Warnock Introduces Most Ambitious Expansion of the Child Tax Credit, 
Office of Senator Warnock (Apr. 11, 2025), https://www.warnock.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/
icymi-senator-reverend-warnock-introduces-most-ambitious-expansion-of-the-child-tax-credit.

20	 Births, March of Dimes (Mar. 2026), https://www.marchofdimes.org/peristats/
data?reg=13&top=2&stop=1&lev=1&slev=4&obj=1&sreg=13 (compiling data from the National Center for 
Health Statistics and U.S. Census Bureau).

21	 Danielle Wilson, Sophie Collyer, Bradley Hardy, and Christopher Wimer, State-Level Poverty Impacts of 
the Child Tax Credit in 2021, Center on Poverty and Social Policy at Columbia University (Oct. 23, 2023), 
https://povertycenter.columbia.edu/sites/povertycenter.columbia.edu/files/content/Publications/2021-
Child-Tax-Credit-State-Poverty-Factsheet-CPSP.pdf.

22	 Anastasia Koutavas, Christopher Yera, Sophie Collyer, Megan Curran, David Harris, and Christopher 
Wimer, What Would 2022 Child Poverty Rates Have Looked Like If an Expanded Child Tax Credit Had 
Still Been in Place?, Center on Poverty and Social Policy at Columbia University (Sept. 12, 2023), https://
povertycenter.columbia.edu/publication/2023/what-2022-child-poverty-rates-would-have-looked-like.

23	 Collyer et al., supra note 2.

24	 The American Family Act would maintain phase-outs, with the value of the credit gradually decreasing 
for married couples making over $150,000.

25	 Andrew Lautz and Emily Wielk, How Much is My Child Tax Credit or Earned Income Tax Credit? 2026 
Filing Season, Bipartisan Policy Center (Jan. 28, 2026), https://bipartisanpolicy.org/article/how-much-
is-my-child-tax-credit-or-earned-income-tax-credit-2026-filing-season.

26	 Salary and Benefits, Atlanta Police Department, https://joinatlantapd.org/salary-and-benefits (showing 
staring salary for a police officer at $60,987).

27	 Occupational Employment and Wages in Dalton, GA — May 2025, Southeast Information 
Office, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, https://www.bls.gov/regions/southeast/news-release/
occupationalemploymentandwages_dalton.htm (showing a rate of $19.88/hour for production wages). We 
multiplied this rate by 2080 hours per year per adult.

28	 We multiplied the current federal minimum wage ($7.25/hour) by 2080 hours per year for a total of 
$15,080.






