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July 23,2026

The Honorable Lee Zeldin
Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Zeldin:

I write to express concern over the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) continued lack of
support for public water systems and communities in Georgia as they navigate new water
resource challenges posed by the rapid development of resource-intensive data centers. As the
nation’s chief regulator responsible for ensuring the availability of safe and clean drinking water
across the country, you have a solemn responsibility to ensure data centers are not sacrificing
community water supplies under the guise of economic development. Under your leadership,
however, the EPA has largely remained on the sidelines, leaving small and often under-resourced
communities on their own as they negotiate on behalf of families against giant corporations
seeking access to millions of gallons of community water resources per day to support the
proliferation of data centers. I urge you to change course and immediately issue guidance and
best practices to local communities on how to best protect the long-term availability of safe and
clean water for ordinary people amid the explosion of data center construction.

Georgia has quickly become one of the nation’s largest data center hubs, with between 200 and
230 facilities already located across the state.! Every estimate suggests this growth is set to
continue.? On July 22, 2026, OpenAl announced plans for a new data center in Effingham
County that will require 3,200 megawatts of power, or over 66 percent of Plant Vogtle’s entire
generating capacity.® As new data centers are built, they place new demands on Georgia’s
limited water resources. Meanwhile, the entire state has been engulfed in a historic drought, with
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100 percent of Georgians experiencing severe to exceptional drought earlier this year for the first
time in recorded history.*

Alarmingly, some of these data centers have made unreasonable demands for water, pitting large
corporations against under-resourced, often rural communities that, quite reasonably, want to
promote economic development. One data center in Georgia went so far as to request 9 million
gallons of water per day, enough to supply nearly 44,000 households or the entire population of
the cities of Albany and Rome, Georgia combined.’

Thankfully, the local community had the foresight and resources to negotiate this data center’s
water withdrawals down to 300,000 gallons per day.® Meanwhile, in Fayetteville, Georgia, a data
center managed to use nearly 30 million gallons of water without paying for it, in part because it
installed a water hookup without the knowledge of the local utility.” One reason this data center
managed to almost escape a $150,000 bill was because the local community was unaccustomed
to large commercial projects of this nature,® though the same cannot be said of the data center
developer, which is owned by a private equity company and has revenues in the hundreds of
millions.’

The influx of data centers in Georgia during a record drought has been met with fierce
skepticism across the state. Twenty-four cities and counties, ranging from urban DeKalb, Cobb,
and Clayton to rural Monroe, Crawford, and Gordon, have adopted data center moratoria.'® Just
south of Atlanta, residents in Coweta County are fighting to become only the third county in
Georgia history to stage a referendum, this time in an effort to block the construction of a more
than 800-acre data center campus.'' The reaction to the expansion of data centers in Georgia
mirrors the rest of the country. Over 70 percent of Americans oppose the construction of data
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centers in their area, and many cite a data center’s strain on water and energy resources as a top

concern. '

Despite these overwhelming and urgent water concerns, the EPA has, at best, largely stood on
the sidelines. Instead of focusing on its statutory mandate to ensure the availability of safe and
clean drinking water by working closely with local communities to ensure the proliferation of
data centers has not introduced new contaminants, stressors, or challenges for community water
systems, the EPA has partnered with data center developers to issue guidance and regulations to
help these large corporations avoid federal regulatory scrutiny. '

As a result, small, rural communities have been left to negotiate on their own with multi-million-
dollar corporations whose well-staffed legal teams may negotiate dozens of deals at a time. This
pits communities against one another in a race to the bottom that ultimately may harm families.

It is past time for the EPA to stand up on the side of our families, communities, and local
municipalities as they navigate this new landscape. I urge the EPA to immediately rectify this
failure by collaborating with local governments, water utilities and planning organizations, data
center developers, and other interested parties to publish best practices and other resources to
help communities protect and preserve the nation’s water supplies while also enabling
sustainable, long-term economic development. These resources should include recommended
best practices to reduce or minimize data centers’ water consumption and maintain water quality
during construction and operation.

In addition to a written response to this letter, please provide an in-person briefing on your

progress to publish these resources to my office no later than four weeks after receipt of this
letter.

Sincerely,
L. uh =

Reverend Raphael Warnock
United States Senator
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